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The Gateway Academy opened its doors to  
students for the very first t ime on  
Monday 16 June 2008, at the new site on  
Marshfoot Road.    

The staff and students have seen a lot of change 
during the last five years, in particular working 
from two separate secondary school sites, one in 
Grays and the other located in Tilbury.  Originally 
working together as the Gateway Community  
College in September 2003 it then became, in 
September 2006, The Gateway Academy 
(sponsored by The Ormiston Trust).  I t is the first 
Academy in the area.  

Kevin Sadler, the Principal of the Academy, said 
"I 'm absolutely delighted that we have been able 
to open the Academy at last.  You only need to 
see the open-eyed expression on the faces of our 
students to know that the planning and effort has 
been worthwhile.  We've made great progress in 
the last few years and were recently presented 
with an award from the Specialist Schools and 
Academies Trust for 'Most Improved School', but 
with our move to the single site with world-class 
facilities, the sky's the limit". 

FAREWELL! 

The first official tour of the Academy took place recently 
(pictured above).   

The Head of Beacon Hill, Richard Milligan along with 
Mike Robson and the students from The Walthamstow 
School for Girls,  enjoyed a guided tour by Mr Sadler.    

Mike Robson, prev ious ly the Ass i s tant  
Headteacher at Walthamstow School for Girls and  
currently Project Manager for BSF said, A big thank 
you to everybody at The Gateway Academy for allowing 
us to come and visit the school so soon after opening.  We 
are also about to undertake a new build in the next few 
months and it was incredibly exciting to view the  
Academy and it s fabulous facilities.   We wish Mr Sadler 
and everyone at the school the very best for the future . 

The last exam at the 
old North Site  

Gateway Academy 
took place on Monday 
23 June.    

The last student to 
leave the building was   
Connor Woolnough 
after taking his GCSE 
Science exam. 

THE ACADEMY GOES LIVE! 

STOP PRESS

 

YEAR 7 PARENTS EVENING 
THURSDAY 10 JULY 2008 

4.30-7.30pm 
**************************************** 

LAST DAY OF SUMMER TERM  
FRIDAY 18 JULY 2008 

**************************************** 
FIRST DAY OF AUTUMN TERM 
TUESDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 2008 

http://www.thegatewayacademy.org.uk


The Gateway Academy took 18 students to  
Poland again in June this year (students pictured 
above).  This will be the third year running that 
the Academy has invested time and money for  
students to learn about the Holocaust.    

The trip has been a fantastic success over the past 
few years and has become part of the culture of 
learning with history and citizenship at the  
Academy.  With the current students and previous  
participants, over 40 students will have had this 
experience, which is usually only open to A level 
students across the country.  The students feed 
back to the others on their return and will keep 
the experience and knowledge alive throughout 
their lives.  Mr Durkin (Head of History) is keen 
that the students will see this as part of life-long  
learning experience .  

They will be writing a report about their  
experience upon their return and are always keen 
to hear from local people about any connection 
they may have with their Holocaust experience .  

This year saw 164 Year 
10 students go out on 
their work experience 
from the 12-23 May 
2008.  

Maria Gray, work  
experience co-ordinator 
is delighted with the 
outcome and very 
proud of how well all of 
the students have done.  
This year s work  
experience has been an 
enormous success with 
several of the Academy  

students being offered jobs on leaving school as well as 
apprenticeship placements .  

There was a huge variety of work carried out by the  
students this year such as Banking, Engineering, Hair  
and Beauty, Care, Education, Mechanical, Catering,  
Animal Welfare and many more.  

Two students that did exceptionally well have already 
started weekend jobs - Joe Small at D Johnson & Sons 
Butchers and Kirsten Smith at Toni & Guy, Lakeside 
(pictured above).     

Well done to them all, we are all very proud of them. 

The Anti-Bullying policy is available to view on our  
website.  If you feel your child is being bullied, please 
contact PC Kell at the Academy.  

Policies can be viewed at the Academy and  
Parents should contact the Principal s PA on 01375 
489000 to arrange a convenient time to view them.  

POLAND REVISITED 

WORKING UP A STORM! 

55 YEARS OF SERVICE  
BETWEEN THEM! 

Two very special members of staff said goodbye 
to us on 6 June.  Glenda Reader, mid-day  
assistant after 31 years, and, Dawn Childs  
mid-day assistant and office clerk after 24 years.    

An informal lunch was attended by close work  
colleagues where both ladies were presented with 
gifts.  They will both be missed and we wish them 
all the very best in their retirement and look  
for war d t o  
inviting them 
back for a tour 
of the new 
building. 

The PSA would like to thank all who made this year s Prom a fantastic success. 
The students had a great time and were a credit to the Academy.  See centre pages for the latest photographs. 

Tilbury Gateway Football Club

 

The Tilbury Gateway Football Club is holding a skills 
day at the Academy to find boys football teams for the 

following categories: 
Under 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 

Call 07940 959617  for further details and to register 
your name. 



Debbie Bull, Vice Principal of The Gateway Academy, 
flew to China over the half term break along with 25 
other Heads and Deputies from Essex Schools.They  
attended a conference and met with the Academy s  
partner school The Qaio Yi Experimental Middle 
School located in Wuxi.  The school has 1200 students 
and classes of 30 which by Chinese standards is very 
small.  

Debbie was given a guided tour of various places of  
interest; The famous Pearl TV Tower in Shanghai; 
Suzhou, which is renowned for its silk and  
gardens, taking in some excellent performance of Chinese 
drama, dancing, opera and music; Wuxi, which is home 
to the partner school, and has a long history as a centre of  
Industry as well as for its clay pottery and figurines.  

During the visit to the Qiao Yi Middle School, Debbie 
observed English lessons and addressed the students with 
the help of an interpreter to explain about the Academy 
and our hopes for a long and fruitful partnership.  

The students were very eager to find out more about The 
Gateway Academy and the English education system.  As 
the Qiao Yi Experimental School is a Specialist Arts 

QIAO YI EXPERIMENTAL SCHOOL, CHINA 

Tiptree jams 
kindly donated 

their product for 
Miss Bull to take 

on her visit to 
China. 

S c h o o l , t h e  
Principal and 
Vice Principal 
were keen to talk 
a b o u t t h e  
p a r t n e r s h i p  
b e t w e e n t h e 
s c h o o l s a n d  
discussed projects 
that the students 

can do together through Art and PE.  The trip culminated 
in a signed declaration to symbolise the commitment to 
working together for the benefit of the students at both 
schools.  

£300 raised by staff and students at the Academy on a 
recent non-uniform day, in aid of the Sichuan  
Earthquake Fund, was presented to the school who  
immediately passed it on to the Chinese Red Cross.  

China is an amazing place.  There is so much to see and 
the people are so kind and hospitable.  I was treated so 
well by our partner school and although it is not a well 
resourced school, I saw some surprisingly progressive 
teaching.  The Chinese students are really committed to 
their studies and are very keen to learn more about The 
Gateway Academy.  It was a very promising start to our 
partnership , Debbie Bull. 

YOUNG 
MINDS FOCUS 

ON THE 
MATHS  

CHALLENGE 

For the first time in Thurrock, 48 students in Year 5, 6 and 
7 attended the Academy for a Maths Challenge.    

Students from Chadwell St Mary, Herringham, Grays  
Convent, Lansdowne and Woodside joined Academy  
students for an afternoon of mental maths and team  
building skills.    

The event was a huge success and will be followed by  
another Maths Challenge for secondary school students on 
10 July 2008, also to be hosted at the Academy. 




