FOCUS
SUCCESS FRIDAY S

The Gateway Academy is leaping ahead in terms of exam results this year.
Students, Parents and Staff were delighted as the long term wait for GCSE results
came to an end. Principal, Kevin Sadler said ‘our results have risen by 11% to 42%
which is far greater than the national trend. This is due to the hard work of our stu-
dents; the support of Parents and the dedication of all the staff at the Academy.
This is a good achievement at the end of our first year as an Academy, but our ex-
pectations will be much higher once we access our new state-of-the-art building
(due to open April 2008). See the build progress inside...

RESULTS
OUT NOW!

LOGISTICS LEADS NEW BEGINNINGS AT THE GATEWAY
ACADEMY

Year 10 pupils at The Gateway Academy attended a
short presentation at Tilbury Docks as part of their
Focus Friday.

This was followed by an extensive tour of the docks
as part of an educational visit to support the BTEC
First Diploma in Logistics now offered as a new option
subject at The Gateway Academy.

The Art Department enjoyed a great ‘Focus Friday’ with Year 9
students—introducing cubism using digital photography,
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“The construction of the new
building is progressing apace,
with Kier Eastern confirming
that it is on target for our staff
and studentsto be able to trans-
fer there for 14" April 2008. The
building is now watertight, all
external scaffolding has been
removed. Internal works are
progressing on schedule, with

- S

works on the external area beginning at time of writing.
# \We are in the process of finalising the ICT equipment that
will form a basis for the exciting curriculum we are already
introducing. Once the building is open to students we will
publish dates for parents/carers to visit as well as the official
opening ceremony (more on thisin future Newsletters).”

New to the Academy this year is the new 2 GCSE equivalent

course in Music Technology offered by Edexcel. The course is
fully staffed and lead by Mr M. King and Mr M. Reinsch who, . .
between themselves, have atotal of nearly 50 years experience in l&s
professional music performance and technology.

Specifically introduced for students who want to be involved in|

modern music production and creation techniques and also have

- wg a0 interest in pro-

. ducing and DJing

music, this course

has seen extensive take-up from a great deal of interested
students at key stage 4 (year 9, 10 & 11).

The course is run on Wednesday and Thursday nights from
3.30 - 6.00pm at Gateway Academy North Site (Buxton
Road, Grays) with transport organised for Academy pupils
who need to travel back to Tilbury after the sessions. Pupils
will not be expected to sit any examination as qualification
on this course is by regular attendance, vocationa study and
evidence of learning collected by the course tutors.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE

_________________________________



http://www.thegatewayacademy.org.uk

‘Biggest Coffee Morning inthe World’

World's Biggest Coffee Morning is one of the biggest fundraising events in the UK, with an
estimated 2 million people raising their mugs for Macmillan last year. This year's event took
place on Friday 28 September with over 42,000 people hosting a
coffee morning, helping us in our aim to raise over £7 million for
people affected by cancer. s

Gateway Academy Staff
successfully raised over
£550 for the MacMillan
Nurses
Well Done!

Student Council

Breakfast Meeting - 8.30am-9.00am
Week One — Monday — North Site — Behind Art
Week Two — Thursday — South Site — Room 35
Every form should have a student representative to attend Student Council
see your form tutor if you would like to become involved.

YOUNG FIREFIGHTERS IN THE
MAKING...

Shanice Watts, Lauren O’Leary & Danny
Parmenter have signed up for a 17 week
course at Orsett Fire Station to work with
firefighters as well as students from other
schools.

They will be involved in hose and ladder
drills, wearing breathing apparatus, using
search & rescue techniques as well as taking
part in a road accident scenario.

As a result of this course, the students will
earn 2 elements of the Trident Award which,
when added to their work experience, will
qualify for a Gold Award, 2 elements of the
Bronze DOE Award and an AQA Award.

The students will get to show off their newly found skills at a pass out & presentation
ceremony on Friday 25 January 2008.
Friends and family are invited to come along and support...



The Year 7 Citizenship Focus Friday took place effects that Drugs had on users and others around them.
on 12 October 2007. The emphasis was on rais-  Alongside this activity, the students were involved in
ing awareness on Drugs, Alcohol and Smoking.  poster-making, inventing board games and creating fact

~ -files about Drugs, Alcohol
The day kicked off with al the students - and Smoking.
watching a fantastic performance by the &

year 9 Drama students. They put together a

Another activity that had
- gone down well with stu-
brought on as a result of death by Drink- ;
Drive. This left the audience deeply moved
by both, the message of Drink Driving, as
well as the superb acting of our Drama stu-
dents.

B they learnt about healthy
~ eating and obesity. The stu-
~ dents also enjoyed ‘making
movies’ that had a positive
message against sub-
stance abuse and
smoking.

PC Kell then briefly spoke to students about
Drugs, Alcohol and Smoking, and she covered l
some of the legal aspectsinvolved. =~
During thistime, students also watched snippets 4 - -
from the 2Smart4Drugs dvd. The Academy il = 4 | B Alcohol and Smok-
also benefited greatly from having Cahli Mason —_% . §= S ing through a range
from the Network Project (Open Door). She, ¢ W of fun-filled ways,
presented outstanding sessions that made the“ ‘whlch they redly
students more aware of Drugs and Drug Abuse. enjoyed. If there was

a complaint to be made, then it would have to be that

The students were shown ‘mock samples’ of the students felt that the sessions should have been
many drugs. The sessions focused on the many longer — because they loved what they were doing!

ACTIVITIES

FOOTBALL FOR AGES 13-19
Held in South Site Sports Hall every Monday night
Time: 6pm-9pm (E1 membership & 50p per session)

GCSE YEAR 11 DANCE REVISION CLUBS
South Site Saturday 9am-12pm / North Site Wednesday 3.10-4.10

DANCE CLUBS
Lower school
Tuesday- Lower school street club in the gym 3.10-4.10 with dance teachers
Wednesday-Boys break dance club in the gym 3.10- 5.10 with James
Thursday-Cheerleading club in the gym 3.10-4.10 with dance teachers

Upper school
Tuesday-Street dance club in the hall 3.10-4.10 with Nathan Farrell

What would you like to see in this newsletter?
Contact us at;: communications@thegatewayacademy.org.uk




